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This month
This month a major international stamp exhibition will be held in Tel- 
Aviv. The National Postal Museum will be displaying some rare Palestine 
material, described by Douglas Muir, Curator Philately, in this Bulletin. 
We are also pleased to publish an article, by James Mackay, on postal links 
between the UK and Israel.

Two features have a connection with Glasgow Jean Matheson recalls 
the Empire exhibition of 1938 and Margaret Morris reminds us that the 
uk’s oldest thematic society celebrates its 50th birthday this month. I11 
Royal Mail News we preview the forthcoming Health stamps which com
memorate another 50th anniversary of the nhs, formed in July 1948.

Life at Royal Mail National’s headquarters in London and at the British 
Philatelic Bureau in Edinburgh has been very busy his year with the issue 
of the Diana, Princess of Wales stamps and planning the forthcoming Mil
lennium issues. Last month Tony Ramgobin, our Director Consumer & 
Stamps since 1994, moved to a new post developing Royal Mail’s electronic 
services. Until a new Director is appointed, Barry Robinson, Design Direc
tor, will also be in charge of the Stamps Marketing and Production teams 
headed by Diana Kenning and Jon Blackwell. Mr Robinson reports direct
ly to Mr Adam Novak, Director & General Manager of Royal Mail Nation
al. Audrey Farrington, Mr Robinson’s secretary for many years, has recently- 
retired from Royal Mail. We wish her a happy and healthy retirement, 
enjoying her passion for visiting art galleries. John holman, editor •

Royal Mail news National Health Service 
stamps • Self adhesives • New stamp books
National Health Service Four stamps commemorating the 50th anniver
sary of Britain’s National Health Service (nhs) go on sale at post offices 
and philatelic outlets on 23 June. The designs symbolise the work done by 
the nhs and tell us the number of particular activities carried out each day.

The 2op and 26p stamps (basic inland 2nd and 1st class letter rates) re
mind us that 10,000 donors give blood and 1.7 million prescriptions are dis
pensed daily. The 43P and 63P stamps (basic airmail letters rates) record that 
2000 babies are delivered and 130,000 hospital patients are seen each day.

The emergency medical services of the Second World War which pro
vided free treatment for large numbers of people proved that a state-run 
health service was possible. After the War, Health Minister Aneurin Bevan 
implemented the nhs for everyone living in Britain. The Service was enact
ed in 1946 and came into being on 5 July 1948. Over the past half-century, 
the nhs has transformed the health of the nation. Unique in the world, 
the nhs still provides comprehensive healthcare for all according to need 
rather than ability to pay. The pride of the people in the nhs makes it a 
major political and electoral issue, and attempts to downgrade the service
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Presentation pack and
stamp cards A well-illustrated 
pack (price £1.85) and stamp 
cards (25p each) will be avail
able from main post offices 
and philatelic outlets. The 
pack, written by Nina Behrman, 
details the many aspects of 
NHS work.

The designer The stamps 
were designed by Vince Frost 
using photographs by Albert 
Watson. Mr Frost, born in
Brighton in 1964, has worked 
on The Independent Magazine, 
BT commercials, Photonica
Europe, and Big Magazine. 
These are his first stamps for 
Royal Mail.

Imnwsabon is a cornerstone of pubic 
health ample and cost-effective. The last 50 
yean have seen the development of vaccnes 
agamst many nfecums chseases indudng 
dphthena. tubercUops and measles These 
elections were often fatal especially lor 
charters Eflectr* mass mmnsation campaigns 
achieved by the NHS have helped to reduce 
nfecoon and death rates rtamaticaty For 
example, n the 30 rears snee the measles

one visit each for 20 per cent of the L* 
population) More than 20 per cent of us will 
also srtfer from depression at some tme 
sucide n one of the highest causes of death 
n yosng men Mental weUbemg is high on the 
health agenda c vzrent targets am to mprove 
the health and social ntegraton of menuty-ill 
people and contnue the dramatic declne n 
the cweraa suode rate.
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Sponsored handstamps will 
be announced in the British 
Postmark Bulletin - available 
on subscription from the Bur
eau (£10 UK/Europe; £21.75 
elsewhere).

either nationally or locally are met with fierce resistance. A service of 
thanksgiving for the nhs’s 50th anniversary will be held at Westminster 
Abbey on 3 July.

Aneurin (‘Nye’) Bevan was born at Tredegar, south Wales in 1897, one 
of 13 children of a miner. He followed his father down the pits age 13 and 
later became an active trade unionist. He was elected Independent Labour 
Party mp for Ebbw Vale in 1929 and was Minister of Health in Attlee’s 
government 1945-51 and then briefly Minister of Labour. He is remem
bered for his radical fervour and was the most publicised Labour politi
cian of his time. Bevan died in i960.

First day facilities Unstamped Royal Mail fdc envelopes will be avail
able from main post offices and philatelic outlets about a week before 23 
June, price 25p. Orders for fdcs with the stamps cancelled by pictorial 
‘first day of issue’ postmark of the Bureau or Tredegar (birthplace of 
Aneurin Bevan) must reach the Bureau by 23 June. Price £2.20 UK (includ
ing vat) or £1.88 overseas (no vat).

Alternatively, collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue, 
to: British Philatelic Bureau, 20 Brandon Street, Edinburgh EH3 5TT, or 
Special Handstamp Centre, Royal Mail, Penarth Road, Cardiff cfi iaa 
(Tredegar postmark), marking the outer envelope ‘FD9809’ (Bureau), or 
‘FD9810’ (Tredegar).Collectors can post or hand in covers at main post 
offices for local (mostly non-pictorial) first day handstamps.

Covers may be posted bearing just the 2op nhs stamp for any philatelic 
postmark in use on 23 June; the normal 1st class rule is waived for the day.

Philatelic numismatic cover A joint Royal Mail/Royal Mint cover 
will be available. This bears the four stamps cancelled by a special Ebbw 
Vale postmark for 5 July - the 50th anniversary of the nhs. Encapsulated 
in the cover will be the new Health service anniversary coin. Price £12.95, 
available from the British Philatelic Bureau. Earlv ordering advised •

Centenary of the Red Cross
1963. The 125th anniversary
of the British Red Cross was
commemorated by a stamp 
in the Peace and Freedom 
set of 1995.

Health on stamps There have been numerous British stamps relat
ing to health and medical matters although this is the first set com
memorating the nhs. The first health stamps commemorated 
important centenaries of the Red Cross, 1963 and antiseptic 
surgery, 1965. The discovery of penicillin by Sir Alexander Flem
ing was the subject of one of four British Discoveries stamps in 
1967. The most famous nurse of all, Florence Nightingale, and

British Legion and district nurses featured in the Anniversaries sets of 1970 
and 1971 and the Telephone Centenary set of 1976. The centenary of the 
Royal Institute of Chemistry set of 1977 features prominently in a medi- 
cine/health thematic collection. Artifical respiration (‘kiss of life’) was 
shown on the 22p stamp in the 1981 Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
set, and a doctor with baby in a Nigerian clinic on the 17p British Council 
stamp of 1984. The 22p stamp in the 1986 Industry Year set depicted a 
thermometer and Pharmaceutical Laboratory representing the multi-mil-

Red Cross 
Centenary
Congress
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